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We hope to see you at this year’s State
Conference being held in historic St.
Augustine from June 4th through the 6th at
the Casa Monica Resort. Come experience
the history of the City!

This year’s theme is “What’s Old is New
Again”. Think about the planning profession
and how planning concepts or
development trends come back around or
are renewed. Sometimes the answers to
current challenges can be found by
revisiting the past.

The Conference Committee is currently
accepting session proposals and actively
seeking conference sponsorships.
The State Board is planning now! 

A ‘welcome reception’ is planned for
Wednesday evening at the hotel with an
offsite reception on Thursday at the White
Room. The prestigious State Awards
luncheon is on Friday. There will definitely
be  something for everyone! Come and
enjoy!
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(4) FIRST COAST
Mark Shelton
Senior Planner
Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc.
904-739-3655

(5) SPRINGS
Joseph P. Quinn, AICP
Senior Project Manager, Water Resources
Bureau
Southwest Florida Water Management District
352-796-7211

(6) SURFCOAST
Michael Hanson
Planner
City of Palm Coast
386-986-3787

(7) CENTRAL FLORIDA
Nik Thalmueller
Planning Administrator
Orange County Government
407-836-5523

(8) SUNCOAST
Diane Chadwick, AICP
Principal
Stantec
813-223-9500

(9) GULFCOAST
Hanna Sowinski, AICP
Planner II
Sarasota County Government
941-861-5000
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT
To my friends and colleagues,
your State Board of Directors are
hard at work planning for the
72nd Annual FPZA Conference,
June 4th through 6th. This year’s
theme is “What’s Old is New
Again”. We will explore the
intersection of historic
preservation with modern
planning. We are planning for
informative and dynamic
discussions about relevant and
timely topics.  We believe the
historic setting of St. Augustine, 

George W. Simons, Jr. Award. If you have projects or  
plans that exemplify categories like design excellence,
redevelopment, innovation, sustainability,
grassroots/non-profit, please review the 2025 Planning
Awards and submit applications to highlight the
outstanding work that our organizations are doing here
in Florida. The deadline to submit award applications is
April 18, 2025. Please email complete application
packages to info@fpza.org. 

Finally, if you know of a student who is currently enrolled
in undergraduate or graduate studies, with a focus in
urban planning, we encourage them to apply for
Outstanding Student Award and Scholarship, which
includes paid conference registration and hotel
accommodations for two nights at the Casa Monica
Resort. Questions can be directed to the Scholarship
Awards Chair, Rhea Hunter (rhunter@rviplanning.com).

Please visit the FPZA Annual Conference webpage
Annual Conference | FPZA for additional details, forms,
and a direct link to the Casa Monica Resort & Spa. Don’t
delay – register today!

Yours in Planning,

Katie LaBarr, AICP
2024-25 FPZA State President
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Florida is ideal for the conference this year, promoting
accessible and walkable amenities near the Casa
Monica Spa and Resort.

How can you get involved? I’m so glad you asked! 

We are in hot pursuit of sponsors for the conference,
and in recognition of pirate lore in St. Augustine, our five
sponsorship tiers are named after some famous
pirates, the likes of Blackbeard, Captain Kidd, Anne
Bonny, Calico Jack, and Black Bart. If you, or your
organization is able to sponsor, please complete the
sponsorship form and send to Colleen Miles
(colleen@ldrgdaytona.com). Each tier affords your
organization with recognition on printed materials and
during the conference. Please refer to the sponsorship
page for more details.  

High quality sessions are the foundation of our
conference. This is the opportunity for us to explore
emerging trends, research topics, and relevant findings,
in order to engage and connect with our communities.
If you have a session idea, please complete the
application and submit your proposal to Diane
Chadwick (diane.chadwick@stantec.com) by February
28th. 

Finally, the conference wouldn’t be complete without
our Annual Awards Banquet. Do you know someone
whose career stands out as one that has made an
indelible impact on the practice of planning in Florida?
If so, prepare and submit a recommendation for the 
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ABOUT THE FLORIDA PLANNING AND ZONING ASSOCIATION
The Florida Planning and Zoning Association was founded in 1951, during the national conference of the American
Planning and Civic Association held in Miami. Frank F. Stearns, then Director of Planning for the City of Miami, set up a
special meeting for those interested in forming an active State Association. Approximately thirty people attended
that historic meeting, representing most of the populated areas of the State.

The purposes of the Association are: to promote cooperation among official planning and zoning boards or
commissions, civic bodies, citizens, technicians and students interested in planning and zoning in the State of Florida;
to cultivate and stimulate interest in planning and zoning by liocal governments; to encourage the observance of
sound planning and zoning practices; to furnish information, advice and assistance to its members and provide a
medium for exchanging information, advice and assistance among them; to engage in research and issue
publications on planning and zoning and related matters; to promote and encourage the sound development of
land, water and natural resources and the elimination of air and water pollution; and to educate the public and
elected and appointed officials in matters pertaining to planning and zoning.

WHO BELONGS TO THE FLORIDA PLANNING AND ZONING ASSOCIATION?

Planning professionals - public and private zoning staff, transportation engineers, land-use lawyers, expert witnesses,
members of the Florida Bar, city, county and state elected officials, members of local planning and zoning boards,
university professors, architects, landscape architects, housing professionals, real estate agents, transportation
specialists, surveyors, marketing professions, communications director, graphic artists, students of land planning,
public relatiokns professionals...and more. 

Visit our website at www.FPZA.org to join us!
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READ MORE ON PAGE 8
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READ MORE ON PAGE 13
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